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Legislative Update 
The legislature hit the end of the regular legislative session on April 5 and will 
reconvene on May 1 for the Veto Session. Still on the agenda is to pass a budget 
and allow both Chambers to consider any vetoed legislation. Now that I am 
back home in our district, I would like to take the time to give you some 
highlights of major bills passed before adjournment.  
 
I have tried to highlight the major areas of interest for my constituents, but for 
a full overview of all bills introduced in the House this session, please visit the 
below link: 

 

http://kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/bills/house/ 
 

School Funding 
The addition of an inflation factor in the school funding plan, a contentious 

issue argued before the Supreme Court, was finally passed by both Chambers. The House affirmed the 
legislation, 76-47 and the Senate passed, 31-8. Governor Kelly then signed SB 16 into law and handed it 
to the Attorney General’s office before oral arguments before the Supreme Court begin on May 9. This bill 
will add close to $90 million a year for the next four years and increase the Base State Aid Per Pupil by 
the average CPI after 2022-23. Our hope is that this will satisfy the Court requirements for adequate 
funding for public schools. 
 
Some key policy elements of the bill are listed below: 
 

• A requirement for the Department of Education to create one-page performance accountability 
reports for the state, each school district, and each school building. 

• A requirement for the Education Department to prepare annual longitudinal reports on student 
achievement on the state assessment for English language arts, math and science. 

• Legislative Post Audit will do a new study on school district cash balances. 

• The low-income student scholarship program for private schools which offers tax credits to entice 
businesses to donate money for scholarships that send the least affluent students to private 
schools has changed. It now would make the scholarships available to the 100 lowest 
performing elementary schools, not just the lowest performing schools in general. 

• The State Board of Education will continue to fund ACT college entrance exams, the three ACT 
WorkKeys assessments to each student enrolled in grades 11 and 12 and a pre-ACT exam for 
9th graders. 

• The Dyslexia Task Force will meet once per year for 3 more years. 

• School districts will publish budget documents and a funding report on the homepage of their 
website under a prominently displayed link titled “Accountability Reports.” 

https://kansansforbrenda.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=292017a3bd9f01910a7f2130b&id=f7e8e58ef0&e=dd4595b485


Budget Update 
By the time the legislature adjourned, the Conference Committee had yet to agree on two major issues in 
order for us to pass a budget bill. One of these issues is the repayment of the $288 million borrowed from 
the Pooled Money Investment Board. The other main issue was budgetary language regarding any future 
funding of Medicaid Expansion. The legislature will take up conference on these important issues at the 
beginning of the Veto Session on May 1. 
 

HB 2209—Health Care 
This bill allows associations to form health care plans for their members which are exempt from some 
requirements of the Affordable Care Act. It included the Farm Bureaus benefit plan, which allows Kansas 
Farm Bureau the ability to offer health coverage to its members but is not defined as insurance and 
would not have to abide by state or federal regulations related to health insurance. This is not mandatory, 
but an affordable option for many Kansas farmers.  
 

Election Law Changes 
SB 130 makes changes to current law: 

• Requires county election officers to make an attempt to contact each voter who submitted an 
Advance Voting ballot without a signature or with a signature that does not match the signature 
on file and allow the voter to correct the deficiency before the final county canvass. 

• On Election Day, voters would be able to vote at any polling place, at the discretion of the county 
election official. 

Capitol Visitors 
I have had many visitors, pages, and other groups from our district visit me at the Capitol. Additionally, 
there are many groups that come visit the legislature to share information, meet with legislators, and 
advocate for their causes. I am honored whenever I get to speak with our current or past service men and 
women. Below I am pictured with active duty soldiers from Fort Riley RAVEN Team. SFC Turner, SGT 
Ritter, and SPC Brown. Thank you all for your service! 

 

 
 



District News 
Take a look at the latest point of pride within our district. Congratulations, Keaton! You make Kansas very proud, 
and I am honored to represent so many great students. The future is bright for our great state. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kansas House 64th District Spring 2019 Survey 
This past Spring, I sent out a survey to the constituents of the 64th District asking for opinions, positions 
and feedback on various issues.  I would like to thank each person that took time to respond to this 
survey.  I personally read every single response and was pleased to receive such a large response.  It is 
important for me to have feedback from so many residents of the 64th District.  The survey responses can 
be found on my website under the Survey tab. 

Upcoming Dates 
Wednesday, 

May1st 
Veto Session begins. 

Friday, 

May 17th 
Day 90. 

 
 
Thank you again for all your support. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me for anything! 
 
Suzi Carlson       
Kansas House of Representatives     
suzi.carlson@house.ks.gov  

(785) 632-0940 
 
Visit my website and Subscribe to my newsletter: 
https://www.susancarlsonforhouse.com 
 
Find me on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/susancarlsonforkansashouse 
 
Follow me on Twitter: https://twitter.com/susancarlson64 
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https://twitter.com/susancarlson64

